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NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on March 12.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Iran
March 10, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the national emergency declared with re-
spect to Iran on March 15, 1995, pursuant
to the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) is to con-
tinue in effect beyond March 15, 1999, to
the Federal Register for publication. This
emergency is separate from that declared on
November 14, 1979, in connection with the
Iranian hostage crisis and therefore requires
separate renewal of emergency authorities.
The last notice of continuation was published
in the Federal Register on March 6, 1998.

The factors that led me to declare a na-
tional emergency with respect to Iran on
March 15, 1995, have not been resolved. The
actions and policies of the Government of
Iran, including support for international ter-
rorism, its efforts to undermine the Middle
East peace process, and its acquisition of
weapons of mass destruction and the means
to deliver them, continue to threaten the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. Accordingly, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to maintain in
force the broad programs I have authorized
pursuant to the March 15, 1995, declaration
of emergency.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 10, 1999.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Opening Remarks at the Central
America Summit in Antigua,
Guatemala

March 11, 1999

President Arzu, President Aleman, Presi-
dent Flores, President Calderon Sol, Presi-
dent Rodriguez, President Fernandez, Prime
Minister Musa. First, President Arzu, let me
thank you, your government, and the people
of Guatemala and especially the people of
Antigua for the wonderful welcome and hos-
pitality I have received here.

When Hillary came back from her trip to
Central America last November, she told me
about the devastation she had seen in four
nations, but she also said, ‘‘At the end of the
trip, you have to go to Antigua.’’

You know, this is the first time the Presi-
dent of the United States has been anywhere
in Guatemala outside of the airport in Guate-
mala City. President Johnson visited there 30
years ago. This visit is long overdue. More
importantly, this moment in history is long
overdue.

I came to the Presidency in 1993 deter-
mined to establish a new partnership with
the peoples of Latin America and especially
to reach out to our neighbors in Central
America. At long last, Guatemala and all its
neighbors have a chance to prosper in free-
dom and peace, in a hemisphere united by
shared values.

We have come together in this old capital
to find new solutions. The damage the hurri-
canes left, some of which I have seen, of
course, has increased the urgency of our de-
liberations and our action. We are deter-
mined to respond to this calamity so that
what was destroyed will be built back better
than ever. We commit today to build a com-
mon future here in Antigua, a city that knows
a great deal about rebuilding.

Our challenge is to consolidate the re-
markable achievements of Central America
in the last decade, to build on them, and to
accelerate them. I am committed to lowering
trade barriers between us, both to speed re-
covery and to build a free-trade area in this
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region that will benefit all the citizens of all
the countries.

I am committed to a common struggle
against violence and drug trafficking and
drug abuse, to shared responsibility for the
care of our environment, for the education
of our children, for the health of our people.
I am committed to justice and to institutions
which will maintain it. I am committed to
fair immigration laws, fairly enforced, and es-
pecially to the principle that we should treat
people from Central America equitably,
whatever their country of origin, and recog-
nize the special circumstances of those na-
tions that Hurricane Mitch hit hardest.

Our new partnership has made quite a bit
of progress since our last summit in Costa
Rica. We still face daunting challenges. But
now we face them with a unique sense of
solidarity and a common commitment to
freedom, to democracy, to open markets, and
to meeting the demands of our people for
better schools, safer streets, wider opportuni-
ties.

Even before the United States was cre-
ated, a North American poet, Anne Brad-
street, complained about the harshness of
our weather. But she added, ‘‘If we had no
winter, the spring would not be so pleasant.’’
Well, Central America has had a long and
difficult season, aggravated by the recent
hurricanes, but we can truly rejoice that the
springtime of renewal and rebuilding is here.
The Sun shines on us today, in Guatemala
and throughout this region. For all the prob-
lems that people face, we must never forget
how far they have traveled, and we must
never lose sight of the path that leads to a
brighter tomorrow. We must go on that path
together, to build a new American century
for all the people of the Americas.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:36 a.m. in the
courtyard at the Casa Santo Domingo. In his re-
marks, he referred to summit participants Presi-
dent Alvaro Arzu of Guatemala, President
Arnoldo Aleman of Nicaragua, President Carlos
Roberto Flores of Honduras, President Armando
Calderon Sol of El Salvador, President Miguel
Angel Rodriguez of Costa Rica, President Leonel
Fernandez of the Dominican Republic, and Prime
Minister Said Musa of Belize.

Closing Remarks at the Central
America Summit in Antigua and
an Exchange With Reporters
March 11, 1999

The President. Good afternoon. Presi-
dent Aleman, thank you for your words and
your leadership. President Arzu, thank you
so much for bringing us to this magnificent
place and for hosting this very valuable meet-
ing. To all my fellow leaders of the Americas,
I thank you for the examples you are setting
within your countries and by working to-
gether.

As we see here in Guatemala and, indeed,
in all the nations represented in this extraor-
dinary region, they are blessed with natural
and with man-made monuments of ancient
grace and spectacular beauty. Now the peo-
ple have built a new monument—also spec-
tacular and, hopefully, just as enduring—the
monument of peace.

Kosovo
Because of developments in Washington

and in Europe, I hope my fellow leaders will
forgive me if I take my only opportunity
today to appear before the press to say some-
thing about another area in which we are
working for peace—in Kosovo, where a seri-
ous civil conflict has been occurring and
where much bloodshed might still occur.

Today our House of Representatives in
Washington is debating a resolution on the
potential deployment of American troops. I
hope the House will act in a way that sup-
ports our efforts to achieve a strong peace
agreement. I have and will continue to work
closely with the Congress as we seek to bring
peace to Kosovo. As I have repeatedly said,
a final decision on whether we would send
our troops as part of a peace force depends
upon the achievement of a genuine agree-
ment, on an immediate cease-fire, on rapid
withdrawal of most Serbian security forces,
and demilitarization of the insurgents.

Both sides must agree to a NATO force.
Europe’s troops must make up the great ma-
jority of the forces. And we must have a
NATO strategy that includes a clear plan for
bringing our forces home. If, and only if,
these conditions are met, I strongly believe
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